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SECTION ONE: Introduction 

The information contained in this plan is based on data gathered during a survey of the site, 

and data provided by the owner - Cwmdu and District Community Council (CDCC). It describes the woodland and the operations planned to fulfil the management objectives. The wood is presently under the management of the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA). This plan sets out that the Cwmdu Sustainable Energy Group (CSEG) will take over the management and the long term aim and objectives for the woodland, while detailing the management operations for the five year period 2010 to 2014. It is intended that the BBNPA will retain an interest in the woodland, with guidance and assistance where appropriate and possible. The management operations are designed to fulfil the overall aim of the woodland owner through the objectives set out. 

Owner Contact :
Cwmdu and District Community Council




Major (Retd.) RAB Doak -  Clerk




15 Danygrug, Crickhowell. NP8 1DD

SECTION TWO: Description 

Area: 


11.5 acres

Woodland type: 
National Vegetation Classification:
W17 (possibly) 




Forest Practice Guide no:  

........ 

OSGB Grid Ref:
SO 186 238

Altitudinal limits: 
210m to 300m

Status: 

none

Legal Details: 

freehold 

General Description: 
A mixed woodland of mainly mature oak with a lower canopy of hazel 



coppice. Some mature ash, rowan and cherry also present.




There is little on the woodland floor besides bluebells and scattered bracken,, 


probably in some part due to sheep accessing wood and freely grazing.




There is no running water within the wood and no obvious springs,




The wood has obviously been managed in the past, but not for many years




There are several badger setts, rabbit warrens and fox runs.




Many woodland birds are present including woodpeckers, cuckoos, buzzards, 


sparrows and tits. A number of fungi have been recorded within the boundary, 


including a recent discovery of Hydropisphaera Erubescens (at present, only 


32 records on the Fungal Records Database of Britain & Ireland)

Land Use: 

The wood was bequeathed to the community of Cwmdu in approx 1840. The 


wood is a registered charity, with the CDCC acting as Trustees and retaining 


overall control. The wood has been managed in the past as there is much hazel 


coppice and there is an established (although overgrown) vehicle track 



through the centre of the woods. The surrounding land is mostly working hill 


farms with sheep and horses. 

Evaluation: 

The wood is of importance to the local community as a source of pea sticks, 


hazel weaving and small scale firewood collection. It has potential for further 


uses as discussed within the plan below.

SECTION THREE: Management Aim 

· To perpetuate the woodland and associated open habitats while encouraging their dependent wildlife. 

· Maintaining and creating new wildlife habitats

· Producing wood for the use of locals as sustainable fuel source

· Enhancing the landscape

· Providing a space for public recreation

· Providing an educational resource

· Involving the local community

SECTION FOUR: Management Proposals 

Primary Objectives: 

· Ensuring and maintaining sound boundary security

· Improving access arrangements for management and recreational purposes

· Removal of all rubbish

· Removing damaged limbs from larger trees

· Starting and maintaining a coppicing regime

· Encouraging natural regeneration

· To fulfil all legal or contractual obligations committed to within the plan period

Secondary Objectives: 

· Providing an educational resource as a self-guided walk with information points

· Providing a seating arrangement for picnic use, clearing a section of wood to provide a view

· New planting of trees in open areas

SECTION FIVE: 

Constraints 
There is good vehicular access into the wood.



There are public footpaths, though they can be steep and rough under foot.



There are no archaeological features.

Obligations: 
There is an implied responsibility for maintenance of boundary fences. This is 


addressed in the plan.

Resources: 
Grants will be applied for to cover the financial implications.



Where possible, all work will be carried out on a voluntary basis. 



Where work is beyond voluntary skill levels (ie tree surgeons) this will be contracted 

out. 

SECTION SIX: Plan Details 

· Ensuring and maintaining sound boundary security

A work party will be set up to replace damaged posts in the boundary and secure all the gaps which currently allow access to livestock from adjacent properties. The boundary shall be monitored and maintained to ensure continued security.

· Improving access arrangements for management and recreational purposes

Access will be improved by the restoration of stiles, opening of pathways, and the removal of hazards adjacent to pathways. A rota will be set up to carry out the checks required by the Public Access Risk Assesment, which is attached to this plan. A record will be kept to this effect. A parking space is proposed close to the main entrance gate.

· Removal of all rubbish

A work party will be set up to remove all rubbish from the wood.

The wood shall be regularly monitored to keep rubbish levels down.

· Removing wind damaged limbs from larger trees

A work party will be set up to remove the fallen limbs where possible. This is of particular importance over footpaths. If skilled labour is required this will be factored in and done when funds allow.

· Starting and maintaining a coppicing regime

The wood will be divided into ten sections (see plan below) and each section coppiced on a ten year cycle. Labour on a voluntary basis.

· Providing an educational resource as a self guided walk with information points

A self guided walk will be established with markers to indicate information points. These information points will be related to a leaflet available at the entrance.

· Encouraging regeneration

This will be achieved through the felling of damaged parent trees, site preparation and planting of new trees

· Providing a seating arrangement for picnic use, clearing a section of wood to provide a view

A suitable site will be found where access is good and a potential view can be achieved. A seating area will be constructed from wood sourced from within the wood. Access will be delineated and any tree felling carried out to achieve the view.

· New planting of trees in open areas

Within the woodland are several open areas which will be planted up. The trees will be sourced through grant funding. 

SECTION SEVEN: Plan Review 

The plan should be reviewed on an ongoing basis, as per the plan below, with photographic evidence of the benefits of sustained management.

SECTION EIGHT: Work Plan 
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SECTION NINE: Maps 

Maps are attached to show the boundary, and to set out the main management zones.

