Fedw Wood

Biodiversity Survey 

28/29th May 2011

The bio-diversity survey was held over the night of Saturday 28th and morning of Sunday 29th May. 

This inaugural event was aimed at not only carrying out the audit, but attempting to raise awareness of the community wood and the activities the Cwmdu Sustainable Energy Group are involved in for the management of the wood. The management plan was drawn up in 2010, and can be viewed at the website. 

http://www.cseg.org.uk
A big thank you to the 24 people who attended on Saturday evening. We were also very pleased to welcome Rachel Palmer of Keep Wales Tidy, who has been very helpful in supplying funding for all  our activities in Fedw Wood.

The evening started at 7pm with a welcome and a BBQ. Gareth Ellis gave us instruction in setting up, baiting and laying the small mammal traps. These were then placed at about 9pm. Chris Evans set the moth traps away from the group. Paul Tweedale was listening for and noting the bird song throughout the evening. The final event of the evening was instruction and use of the bat detectors by Gareth Ellis. At about 5am the traps were were opened and the findings recorded. At 7am Keith Noble attended to record the bird song. The event was all finished and tidied away by 9am. 

The Survey

The Survey was to cover bats, moths, small mammals and birds and the findings are below.

Thanks to the following for bringing their expertise and experience to make the event far more professional and worthwhile.

Mr Gareth Ellis, Biodiversity Officer for the BBNP, 

Mr Keith Noble of the Brecknock Wildlife Trust, 

Mr Chris Evans, Cwmdu's resident moth fancier/expert

and Mr Paul Tweedale, an enthusiastic and very knowledgeable bird expert who travelled all the way down from London for the event 

Thanks also to Gareth Ellis for compiling the results and forwarding to the Biodiversity Information Service, who compile all the record for Powys and the Brecon Beacons National Park.

http://www.b-i-s.org
Bat Survey – Conducted by Gareth Ellis

CSEG received funding for a bat detector from Keep Wales Tidy. This along with a bat detector from the National Park were used to determine if bats were using the woodland and to attempt to identify which species were present. The northern area of Fedw Wood was coppiced winter 2010-11 and this area was selected for the bat survey. Bat activity was detected three times at 45 kHz before the survey moved to the northern boundary of the wood adjacent to open fields with tree boundaries that might attract greater bat activity. Bat activity was detected twice more at 45kHz.

In all instances when bats were detected the time they were picked up on the detector was short, indicating that the bats were likely travelling rather than foraging. Detected bats have not been confirmed to species level, though previous experience of the surveyor has confirmed the bats as Pipistrelles.  

Further information on bats and their habitats can be found at:

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/uk_bat_species.html
Small mammal survey – Conducted by Gareth Ellis

A small live mammal trapping exercise was undertaken to identify any small mammals living within the wood. A total of 10 traps were used, concentrated in an approximate area of 100 sq m. Habitat selected was indicative of the entire woodlands, being a low canopy of fairly dense hazel, beneath standards of oak, ash, birch and rowan. Longworth traps were used that had been modified by the inclusion of a small drilled hole to allow shrews to escape if inadvertently captured. Traps were baited with fresh apple chunks, mixed nuts and a worm to provide food for any accidently caught shrews. Traps were laid out alongside fallen logs and at tree stumps. Traps were set at 2100 on the 28th and emptied at 0700 on the 29th. A total of two wood mice were captured and both released alive. 

Further information on wood mice can be found at:

http://www.mammal.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&id=219
Moth Survey – Conducted by Chris Evans

Mr Chris Evans has been moth trapping at Fedw Wood since 2010. Trapped individuals were stored in boxes to be shown to participants the following morning before being released

A total of 23 moths were found of 16 species. These were: 

Map-winged Swift,  Spatalistis bifacciana,  Silver-ground Carpet,  Brown Silver Lines,  Barred Umpber,  Scorched Wing,  Poplar Hawk Moth,  Lobster Moth,  White Ermine,  Buff Ermine,  Muslin Moth,  Ingrailed Clay,  Pale-shouldered Brocade,  Brown Rustic,  Treble Lines and Nut-tree Tussock.

Further information on these moths and others in the UK can be found at:

http://ukmoths.org.uk/
Bird Survey – Conducted by Keith Noble (BWT) and Paul Tweedale. 

The bird survey was conducted in the evening by Mr Paul Tweedale and continued in the morning by Mr Keith Noble of Brecknock Wildlife Trust and Paul Tweedale. The following 16 species were recorded mostly being identified by their song:

Tawny Owl, Blackbird,  Wren,  Robin,  Blue Tit,  Willow Warbler,  Song Thrush,  Crow,  Wood Pigeon,  Chiffchaff,  Chaffinch,  Pheasant,  Blackcap,  Garden Warbler,  Buzzard and Greater Spotted Woodpecker.

Further information on identifying birds can be found at:

http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdidentifier
Further information on the Brecknock Wildlife Trust can be found at:

http://www.brecknockwildlifetrust.org.uk
Incidental records –  

Two incidental records were also recorded over the course of the weekend.

A hedgehog was found dead by the road adjacent to the wood by G Ellis

A hare was spotted close to the wood by K Noble

Total species recorded over the weekend =35

