FEDW WOOD

The 12 months to November 2011

General

We have been responsible for the management of Fedw Wood since Autumn 2009.

The agreement with the Cwmdu and District Community Council was formally signed 22 Sept 2010.

We have also agreed to take a more active role in the joint management of Ty Mawr Wood which we co manage with the Llangattock Community Woodland Group.

Funding received

We have received funding from Keep Wales Tidy for our insurance costs to Dec 2011, and a small grant of £498.05 for Biodiversity equipment and more tools. We have also received a tree pack from the Woodland trust of approximately 250 dry root saplings.

What we have achieved in the Wood

The work dates for the past year have been: 

20/11/10

Tree planting day – Woodland Trust

08/01/11

Coppicing work

23/01/11

Coppicing work

12/02/11

Coppicing work

27/02/11

Coppicing work

12/03/11

Coppicing work

03/04/11

Timber extraction

23/04/11

Continue with fencing along road side of wood

22/05/11

Biodiversity event

11/06/11

Track clearance and clearing seating area

24/09/11

First day preparing new area for coppicing season

· Once again we have put in a considerable number of hours, including many hours helping the Llangattock Woodland Group at Ty Mawr Wood and DanyGraig.

· We have completed the first section of coppice.

· A Tree pack was obtained from the Woodland Trust comprising some 250 various saplings including Oak, Ash, Hazel, Rowan and Blackthorn. They were planted in the area coppiced so far to encourage more variety.

· A Biodiversity event was held on 22nd May covering small mammals, birds, and bats. Also there have been ongoing surveys of Moths and Fungi.

· The woodland has been divided into 14 coppice sections, a revision to the original planned 10 sections. This was decided in order to have more manageable size sections and for a longer regrowth time to provide more useful size timber. The woodland has been marked out with blue stakes to this effect.

· We also helped the Green Valleys with their Woodland Groups promotional event at the “Big Skills” event  at Penpont on 3rd & 4th September, successfully raising awareness of the activities of all the Woodland Groups

What we plan for the next 12 months

1. Coppicing work will continue over the winter. We aim to  complete another section, as per the revised woodland management plan 14 year cycle.

2. We aim to complete the seating area on the northern boundary, built from fallen wood in the wood.

3. Further bio-diversity audits to be carried out. It is planned to have another event, similar to the one held this year, in spring 2012.

4. Funding is being sought for next years insurance premium.

5. We are considering producing a leaflet which will raise awareness of the woodland, what it offers to visitors and what has been achieved by the woodland group. This could be funded using money raised at the “Green Man Festival”

6. We plan to further investigate and progress:

a) Making charcoal for sale to the community and the Crucorney Group. 

b) Selling wood faggots to Talgarth Mill for their bakery use. 

